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Review Dance

The Trocks’ fine frolic

With feathers flying and fake lashes

fluttering, the boys are seriously fun.

By Merilyn Jackson
FOR THE INQUIRER
Ovations, spiked with
wolf whistles, erupted

throughout much of Les
Ballets Trockadero de
Monte Carlo’s Thursday
night opening Dance Cele-
bration program at the An-
nenberg Center.

And t%e Trocks, as they
affectionately call them-
selves, shamelessly
cadged for more. Even dur-
ing the final poignant mo-
ments of his solo —
Mikhail Fokine’s Dying
Swan, to the famous Saint-
Saéns music — Roberto
Forleo, as Marina Plezege-
tovstageskaya, lifted his
false eyelashes and furled
his manicured fingertips,
hustling for applause. But
with his feathers flying,
his chicken-walk deserved
kudos.

His? But you knew the
Trocks were an all-male
ballet troupe, didn’t you?
And they dance en pointe,
which can’t be easy for
some of the more jock-like
body types. But the nearly
40-year-old company, with
its ever-evolving corps,
makes it seem so. With per-
fect port de bras and wil-
lowy arms, not only do
they bourrée on tippy-toe

to and fro and turn multi-
ple fouettés, they leap like
frolicking lords.

They began with their
(in)famous Swan Lake, Act
II. Paolo Cervellera, as Vi-
acheslav Legupski, is Von
Rothbart, running in cir-
cles, cape unfurled and
with short dreads bounc-
ing behind his bandanna-
covered head. Was it he
who kicked one of the cyg-
nets over? No matter,
these dancers recover
from pratfalls and side-
swipes with professional
poise. In the famous syn-
chronized quartet with
arms en chaine, three cyg-
nets carry on while one on
the end does her own
thing.

Raffaele Morra (Lariska
Dumbchenko) as the Swan
Queen Odette, falls (literal-
ly) for Prince Siegfried
(Trystan Merrick as Mis-
cha Youloustski) giving
the coup disgrace to Roth-
bart.

But later, in the Black
Swan Pas de Deux, Roth-
bart (now Giovanni Ravelo
as Marat Legupski) wins
out by confusing the
Prince with Odile, danced
uncannily by Chase
Johnsey as Yakatarina Ver-
bosovich. Here, Carlos

Hopuy (Innokenti Smoktu-
muchsky) takes over as
the Prince and gives aston-
ishing ballon with his jetés.

In Go for Barroco, a quar-
tet in simple black frocks
take on Balanchine (Bal-
landchain — appellation
mine) variations — speed-
walking and circling in
wide third position demi-
pliés.

Laurencia had a Spanish
theme, all triple-tiered
skirts, mantilla combs,
and toreador pants. The ro-
bust Robert Carter (Olga
Supphozova) danced Lau-
rencia with countless fou-
ettés, and Paolo Cervellera
(Tino Xirau Lopez) wowed
with his long series of bar-
rel turns.

By opening with Swan
Lake, the Trocks gave
away too much, too early.
But they make you laugh
with them, not at them,
and are truly a holiday
hoot.

Additional performances:
2 and 8 p.m. Saturday at
the Annenberg Center for
the Performing Arts, 3680
Walnut St. Tickets: $20-$65.
Information: 215-898-3900 or
www.annenbergcenter.org
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Prima pratfalls with polish: The dancers of Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo have two more performances
at the Annenberg Center, at 2 and 8 p.m. Saturday.  sASCHA VAUGHAN
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