
4 // ANNENBERG CENTER LIVE

MARCUS ROBERTS TRIO
PROGRAM
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Marcus Roberts grew up in Jacksonville, Florida where his mother's gospel singing and 
the music of the local church left a lasting impact on his own musical style. After losing 
his sight at age five, he began teaching himself to play piano and ultimately went on to 
study classical piano at Florida State University with Leonidus Lipovetsky. While at FSU, 
Roberts won the first of many competitions and awards, the young artist's competition 
at the 1982 National Association of Jazz Educators annual conference. His many other 
awards include first prize at the Thelonious Monk International Jazz Competition in 1987, a 
National Academy of Achievement award in 1995 and the Helen Keller Award for Personal 
Achievement in 1998. 

At age 21, Roberts began touring with Wynton Marsalis and stayed with the group for over 
six years. He signed his first recording contract with BMG/Novus in 1988 and completed 
six recordings for them before signing with Columbia Records early in 1994. All of his 
recordings have been critically acclaimed, and several have reached the No. 1 spot 
on Billboard's traditional jazz chart. Roberts’ recording legacy reflects his tremendous 
versatility as an artist and includes solo piano, duets and trio arrangements of jazz 
standards, original suites of music, large ensemble works and symphony orchestra 
recordings.

Roberts first performed as a soloist with symphony orchestra in 1992 with Maestra Marin 
Alsop. Since that time, he has performed with orchestras all over the world, but most 
frequently with his long-time music mentor, Maestro Seiji Ozawa. Among Roberts' most 
recent achievements was the April 2013 premiere of his first piano concerto, “Spirit of 
the Blues: Piano Concerto in C Minor,” with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra under the 
direction of Maestro Robert Spano. 

Roberts is an extremely active composer and arranger, with scores of individual 
compositions and numerous entire suites of music. He has been honored to receive many 
commissioning awards, including awards from Jazz at Lincoln Center, Chamber Music 
America, ASCAP, the North Carolina Association of Jazz Educators, the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra and the Savannah Music Festival. Roberts is also a dedicated teacher. He is 
devoted to the training and development of younger musicians. Roberts serves as the 
Associate Artistic Director for the Savannah Music Festival where he directs the annual 
“Swing Central” high school band competition and educational programs for students from 
all over the country. Roberts lives in Tallahassee, where he is on the faculty at the School of 
Music at his alma mater, Florida State University.

Rodney Jordan is a native of Memphis, Tennessee where he grew up playing the bass in 
church and with his high school orchestra. He later studied music with Dr. London Branch, 
Alvin Fielder and Andy Hardwick at Jackson State University in Jackson, Mississippi. During 
his college years, Jordan joined the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra where he served as 
Assistant Principal Bassist. After graduating, he became Chair of the String Department 
at the Dougherty County Public School and served as Principal Bassist with the Albany 
Symphony Orchestra in Albany, GA. 

During his years in Georgia, Jordan served as a bass instructor at Darton College (part of 
the University System of Georgia) in Albany and at Georgia State University in Atlanta. 
While living in Atlanta, Jordan became one of the city's most active jazz bassists, 
performing and recording with some of America's finest jazz musicians. He joined the 
faculty in the School of Music at Florida State University in Tallahassee, FL in 2001, where 
he now holds a rank of Associate Professor of Jazz Studies. Jordan teaches jazz bass, jazz 
combo playing, music education and jazz styles classes.
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It was at Florida State University that Jordan and Marcus Roberts first met and played 
together. Jordan joined the Marcus Roberts Trio in 2009. Jordan is one of the most versatile 
jazz bassists on the scene today. Jordan’s passion and dedication to the music is evident in 
every note that he plays. There is little doubt that he will make a lasting contribution to his 
instrument and to jazz music. 

Jason Marsalis is the youngest son of pianist and music educator Ellis Marsalis. He began 
playing drums at age three and by age six, he was studying with the legendary drummer 
James Black. After graduating from New Orleans Center for the Creative Arts high school 
(NOCCA), he studied music at Loyola University in New Orleans. Marsalis has been an 
active and visible part of the New Orleans jazz scene for many years.

Marsalis’ association with Marcus Roberts dates back to 1987. He began touring with 
Roberts in November of 1994 at age 17 and has held the drum chair ever since. Marsalis has 
been featured on all of Roberts' group recordings with trio, large ensembles and symphony 
orchestras since 1995.

Marsalis brings his unique talents and broad knowledge of jazz history and styles together 
when he solos on the drums. He has also produced three albums under his own name: Year 
of the Drummer (1998), Music in Motion (2000) and Music Update (2009), which features 
him playing the vibraphone. He has performed on several CDs with his father, pianist Ellis 
Marsalis, and a number of other artists as well.

Marsalis makes significant contributions to the trio's outreach goals through education. He 
inspires and encourages young musicians to study the history of jazz and he is skilled at 
providing them with the specific information and tools needed to unlock their own talents. 
In short, Marsalis has perhaps the strongest voice on his instrument in his generation.


